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Source: Arthritis Society of Canada; Canadian Joint Replacement Registry

90.9% of planned hip or knee replacement
surgeries in Canada are for osteoarthritis



The patient’s journey to total joint replacement
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Source: CBC News



Source: Canadian Joint Replacement Registry Annual Report 2021-22

Drop in case volume:
Estimated 91,600 fewer surgeries 
than expected over past 3 years



Source: Canadian Institute for Health Information



Source: CBC News





Time from referral to first clinician appointment (Wait 1)

Source: Ontario Health



Time from decision to surgery (Wait 2)

Source: Ontario Health

Wait 1 + Wait 2:
166 + 239 = 405 days

Wait 1 + Wait 2:
55 + 101 = 156 days



Source: Canadian Joint Replacement Registry Annual Report 2021-22

Growth of outpatient surgery:
Increased from 0.2% of surgeries
in 2015-16 to 15.6% in 2021-22



Source: Department of Surgery Newsletter



Source: London Free Press



Source: CBC News



Source: OrthoInfo, American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Who is (or isn’t) eligible for outpatient surgery?



Source: Toronto Star



Source: Canadian Joint Replacement Registry Annual Report 2021-22









Source: CTV News







Key issues
1. Wait times are highly variable by region within provinces 

as well as between provinces

2. Outpatient surgery (public or private) reduces waits, but 
is not accessible to all 

3. Waiting for joint replacement is not benign

4. Cutting-edge technologies like robotics tend to be in 
urban, academic centres



If you are a low-income rural Ontarian with multiple comorbidities,
your care journey towards a total joint replacement

will look very different from a healthy, high-income urbanite 



boneandjoint.uwo.ca matthew.teeter@uwo.ca
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